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Interview with Luz Karime and Assane 
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by the authors and Robin Schulz-Algie, DSB Bilbao/Spain. 

 

A few weeks ago, on a cold 
January’s afternoon, we, Gonzalo 
and Ander, made an interesting, 
evocative interview with two 
immigrants, Luz Karime VARGAS 
from Cali/Colombia and Assane 
DIENG from Sedhiou/Senegal. In a 

nice, friendly bar called “Legends” 
(E-48010 Bilbao, Calle Manuel 
Allende n° 2), which is decorated 
with photos and posters of famous 
and historic singers, we held a 
very interesting interview, where 
the two partners spoke with 

sincerity and passion while a 
fantastic music sounded. 
 

trait d’union: Hello! We are from 
trait d’union TV News Bilbao. I’m 
Ander… and I’m Gonzalo and we 
are going to make an interview 
with Karime from Colombia and 
with Assane from Senegal about 
immigration and integration. 
trait d’union: Why did you decide 
to immigrate? 
Assane: I came because I wanted 
to improve my standard of living. But it’s difficult because nothing is better than waking up in your own country 
and see your family and your town. I came here straight because my uncle lives here for 25 years. 
trait d’union: Has your family approved your decision? 
Assane: It’s difficult to leave your family and when I came here I was 17 years old, I was a child! They didn’t 
agree with my decision but I chose it because I wanted a better standard of living. 
trait d’union: How was your first impression in Bilbao? Your first impression? 
Assane: I live in the quarter of “San Francisco”, it is a problematic neighborhood, because of this my first 
impression was a little bit different. My adaptation here was difficult because I didn’t know any Spanish. 
trait d’union: Do you receive social benefits? 
Assane: The first days I was helped by my uncle and then I discovered there were social benefits. 

trait d’union: Do you work? In which field? 
Assane: I work in a recycling enterprise. 
trait d’union: How has the Basque society welcomed you? 
Assane: On the one hand there are people who help you, but on the other hand there are people who make you 
feel that your decision to come to Bilbao was wrong. But I think the Basque Country is a country which helps the 
immigrants more than other lands. 
trait d’union: And you, Karime, how did you feel when you came here to Bilbao? 

Karime: Fine… It’s difficult to leave your family, but I wanted to improve my economic situation. 
trait d’union: Do you have suffered some kind of abuse because of your immigrants condition? 
Karime: Yes, some people say ¨Machupichu¨  to you and that hurts you really. But these persons are a minority 
of the population. 
trait d’union: Do you receive social benefits? 
Karime: Yes, I received social benefits the first two years. I always say that I’m a privileged person, because I 
have all my papers in order. If you ask me if I’m fine here, yes, I am! But I miss my country, my habits but I’m 
fine here. Here the social benefits are really good, better than in other cities. 

trait d’union: Have you got the intention to vote? 
Karime: Yes, I’d like to vote. 
trait d’union: And you Assane, would you like to vote? 
Assane: I can’t, but I’d like to vote. 
trait d’union: How long must you stay here, in Bilbao, to get the nationality? 
Assane: I have to live here for 13 years and then I can get the nationality.  
trait d’union: What do you need to reach the Spanish nationality? 



 n° 8/2011,  page 16 

Assane: For Africans and Latin-Americans it’s different. We have to have 10 years of Spanish residence for 
obtain the Nationality and also three more years. So, in my case I have to be 13 years to get the nationality. 
trait d’union: Would you recommend a relative to come to Spain/Basque Country? 
Karime:  My three children stayed in Colombia when I left, but now they are living here with me. My sister also 
came. My brother and my mother are still living in Colombia. I would be very pleased if my mother came. I 
would be very happy if my mother knew the place where I live. But I wouldn’t recommend coming here, because 
of the crisis situation. Nowadays, it’s very hard to find a job. When I came it was a good time. We had more 
opportunities, the working market was bigger. I have a lot of friends in Colombia, who ask me if they should 
come here. And I answer with “no”. It isn’t a good time, if they come, they will suffer. Right now it is useful for 

the businessmen. They use this complicated moment to exploit the employees. 
trait d’union: Do you think that the immigrants have an idealized view of Spain/Basque Country? Did you 
expect more? 
Karime: I have been a dreamer since I was young. Since I was young I have thought about immigrating. I have 
thought of the USA, of Germany, of Italy, but never of Spain. Then I had the proposal and decided to come here 
very quickly. When I came I didn’t know really much about Spain and the Basque Country. I knew that Spain 
was a development country, that I could have opportunities. But I didn’t know anything about the Basque 
Country. Now I know that to live in the Basque Country is much better than to live in other cities. I am very 
happy here. I have had also the chance to go to another city, but I have refused it. 
trait d’union: And how are Spain/Basque Country seen in Senegal? 
Assane: I have never thought that I would come to Bilbao. I had only the certainty that I wouldn’t stay in my 
country. When I thought of Spain, I thought of a more developped country. But this is 
not bad. This country is like the others: If you don’t work, you don’t charge. 
trait d’union: What aims do you have in the near and a later future? 
Assane: I will travel to Senegal this Wednesday. I have a lot of dreams. But if I want to reach it, I must work 
hard. My plan isn’t to stay here for the rest of my life. Here I live well, that’s true. But I can’t do some costumes 
and works which are typical from Senegal and are very important for me. 
trait d’union: How is your daily work? Is it hard? 
Assane: Yes, a bit, it is not easy. I need confidence to work here. And I haven’t found this confidence. I must 
work harder to find it. But my aim is to work in Senegal. 

trait d’union: So you want to return to your country having money, do you? 

 

Karime and her daughters. 
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Assane:  Yes, I want to earn some money and return home. I am working here, because I don’t want to stay 
here for the rest of my life. I live well here, but I would like to return to Senegal. I want to work here till I earn 
some money. Then I would like to support my family. 
trait d’union: And what do you miss? 
Assane: I miss my family and my friends, of course. But I also miss the way of living. There we have a more 
narrow human contact than here. Although here I have some members of my family, we don’t have the space 
we have in our country. The 
Basque people live in a very 
quick and individual way. I 
speak usually with my uncle, 
who is also in Bilbao, about 
the life in Senegal, we dream 
of returning home.  
trait d’union: And what do 
you miss about your past 

life? 
Karime: I miss my mother, 
some typical costumes of my 
country. 
trait d’union: Do you also 
notice less human affection? 
Karime:  Yes, in Colombia 

we know each other 
better. For example, here, in 
my building, I don’t know 
with whom I live. That is one 
of the things which I mostly 
miss. And also the climate, 
the way of living, we pass 
more hours in the street, the 
food, the friends. There are 
two very different ways of 
living. But I am used to. I 
have noticed that people are 
always in a hurry. 
Unfortunately I do the same 
nowadays. The last time I 

was in Colombia, I noticed 
that people were too slow. 
Sometimes I dream of being 
in Colombia. 
trait d’union: So you want 
to return to Colombia? 
Karime: Yes. Now I am 

young, I want to use this 
opportunity. But I don’t see 
me here when I am older. I 
have lived 27 years in 
Colombia. My homeland calls 
me and this call is very strong. 
trait d’union: When you arrived here, did you see that as an temporary step before you return to Colombia? 
Karime: Yes, I have done it with the intention of returning. I have come here because of the economic situation, 
but also a personal challenge. I hoped to find a better future. 
trait d’union: And what do your daughters want? 
Karime: We live here since three years, they are teenagers, one is 16, the other 17 and the oldest 22. They are 
happy here; they don’t want to return to Colombia nowadays. 

posted on Saturday, March 19th, 2011 
 

 
The original interview was conducted in Spanish. To see the videos (3 parts) use the following links:   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xB3odCAqol8  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qWlCywuSi6Y  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YPZ4oIMwf_s  
 

 

 

Assane and Nabou, his cousin 
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